Chapter 17: Fire Control
Firefighter I
Online Activity
Goal: 
To become more aware of fire control considerations by analyzing incident reports.
Instructor Preparation: 

For this activity students will be analyzing news stories and incident reports to determine possible fire control considerations. You may want to assign different fire types (structural, business, ground cover, vehicle, electrical,) to different students in order to have students discuss a wide range of considerations. After students comment on each other’s reports, add your observations and correct any mistaken assumptions the students have made. Make special note of any unsafe practices.
A sample report is attached.
Student Activity:
For this activity you will analyze an incident report to identify fire control considerations. Follow the steps below to complete this activity.


Step One: Locate an incident report on a fire (of the type assigned by the instructor). The report can be from a news source or fire service web site and should include the type of structure/location, time of day, and conditions on arrival. Include a link to the report (or a copy of the report) in your submitted summary. Search online for news stories using key terms such as “structure fire,” “vehicle fire,” or “ground cover fire.” Possible incident report sources include: 

· http://www.firerescue1.com/incident-reports/
· http://www.firefighternearmiss.com/
Step Two: Create a summary of the fire control considerations for this situation. The report should include as many of the following considerations as possible but no fewer than three (3). You may be able to draw some conclusions about factors not directly stated in the report such as typical weather for the date, time, and location, probable hours of operation for a business, or prescribed fire control techniques typical for the situation in your report. 
· A link to the incident report

· A brief description of the fire situation
· Fire attack strategy

· Hoseline selection considerations

· Entry and attack considerations

· Extinguishment techniques
· Ventilation considerations

· Atmospheric considerations 

· Exposure protection

· Utility control
· Standpipe support
· Master streams
· Safety and suppression considerations for other hazards
Step Three: Post the report to the discussion board by [deadline here]. 
Step Four: Review and comment on at least two (2) other reports by [deadline here]. Don’t simply say, “Good job.” Ask a question or discuss a fire control consideration they may not have included in their report.
Sample Rubric:
	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Control considerations
	Report does not include possible fire control considerations 
	Report includes less than three possible fire control considerations with a specific example
	Report includes three possible fire control considerations with examples for most
	Report includes more than three possible fire control considerations with specific examples for each
	

	Control techniques
	Report does not include possible fire control techniques
	Report includes at least one possible fire control techniques with a specific example
	Report includes several possible fire control techniques with examples for most
	Report includes multiple possible fire control techniques with specific examples for each
	

	Report selection
	Report does not include source 
	Report includes source of video 
	Report includes source of video 
	Report includes source of video 
	


Sample Report: 
Sunnyvale: Restaurant heavily damaged in three-alarm fire

mgomez@mercurynews.commercurynews.com
Posted:   04/16/2013 12:32:12 PM PDT

SUNNYVALE -- A restaurant was damaged overnight by a three-alarm blaze that threatened other businesses, according to fire officials.

The fire was reported at 10:17 p.m. at Lovely Sweets & Snacks, a restaurant located at 932 E. El Camino Real, according to a release by the Sunnyvale Public Safety Department. The restaurant is located in a single-story strip mall comprised of eight businesses, according to fire officials.

When firefighters arrived, they encountered flames and smoke coming from the rear of the business. Fire spread to adjacent businesses on both sides.

Fire crews attempted to battle the blaze from the interior but pulled back because of the heavy fire inside.

The blaze was under control at 12:45 a.m.

Mountain View, Santa Clara, Palo Alto and Santa Clara County fire departments provided mutual aid during the incident to backfill other Sunnyvale fire stations.

No one was injured during the fire, which remains under investigation.

Sample Student Report: 

http://www.mercurynews.com/sunnyvale/ci_23037294/sunnyvale-restaurant-heavily-damaged-3-alarm-fire
A fire was reported at 10:17 p.m. in a restaurant in a single-story strip mall. When firefighters arrived, smoke and flames were coming from the rear of the business. Fire spread to the businesses on both sides. Fire crews tried an interior attack but pulled back due to heavy fire.
Attack Strategy: At 10:17 p.m., there may still be people in a restaurant, but other types of businesses are likely unoccupied at that time. Fire was showing at the rear of the building, but not at the front. The IC must have determined the interior attack could locate possible victims at a minimal risk to firefighters. When the fire became too hot, the crews were pulled back. The fire was in California in April, so weather was likely not a concern, but there may have been wind. 
Entry, Attack, Ventilation: The fire was in a single-story strip mall with flames already coming out the back. The fire was probably not ventilation-limited and not likely to rollover when firefighters entered. The front door may have been open or was breached by fire crews. Crews probably used a combination attack to cool the hot gas layer, then to cool and extinguish the fuel. Crews may have gone onto the roof to use trench ventilation to keep the fire from spreading down the strip mall. 
Utilities, Exposures: Electrical service panels and gas meters are usually in the back of a business. Since flames were coming from the back, firefighters may not have been able to shut off the utilities to the business burning but could have shut them off in the adjacent businesses. This would have helped when the fire got too heavy for an interior attack, and the crews worked to keep the fire from spreading to adjacent businesses. There may have been an alley behind the burning restaurant and more businesses requiring exposure protection. Restaurants often have grease collection containers outside which would also need to be kept from igniting. 
Chapter 17: Fire Control

Firefighter II

Online Activity

Goal: 

To allow students to have interaction with an in-service firefighter (ideally Firefighter II or Company Officer level) regarding the coordination of fireground operations.

Instructor Preparation: 

For this activity you will need to locate an in-service firefighter who will be able to answer student’s questions. The guest can either participate in an online chat at a specified time (as detailed in Option 1) or students can e-mail the questions directly to the officer and then create a discussion board post sharing that information with classmates (as detailed in Option 2). Select the option that is easiest for your guest.

You may want to preview questions as students post them to the discussion board to check for duplicate questions. This is also an opportunity to suggest any places that they can be improved or more specific.

If you are using an online meeting system (Skype, WebEx, online chat, etc.), be sure to give students plenty of notice to sign up and try out the program before the day of the guest speaker activity.

Student Activity:

Option 1 

For this activity we will have an online guest speaker. This guest will be [guest information here] and will join us virtually via [online meeting information here] on [date and time here]. Follow the steps below to prepare for the discussion.

Step One: Develop at least two questions about coordinating fireground operations to ask our guest speaker. Do not simply ask: What is coordination on the fireground like? Each question should display careful consideration of the Fire Control information found on pp. 1057-1076 of the manual. 

Step Two: Post your two (2) questions to the discussion board by [deadline here], at least three (3) days before the online discussion. 

Step Three: Attend the online meeting on [date, time] by [detail log-in information]. Be sure to create an account and practice logging in before the online meeting. 

Option 2

For this activity you will be asking an in-service guest speaker a few questions and then sharing the response with the rest of your classmates via the discussion board. Our guest speaker is [guest information here] and can be contacted via e-mail at [e-mail here]. Follow the steps below to complete this activity.

Step One: Post at least two (2) questions about coordinating fireground operations to the discussion board by [deadline here]. Do not simply ask: What is coordination on the fireground like? Each question should display careful consideration of the Fire Control information found on pp. 1057-1076 of the manual.

Step Two: Once you have instructor approval for your questions, e-mail the guest speaker. You will e-mail at least twice: once to send the questions and once to thank them for the information. Be sure to send the second e-mail promptly.

Step Three: Write a brief summary of the guest’s response to your questions and post it on the new discussion board by [deadline here]. Read and respond to at least two (2) classmate summaries by [deadline here].

Sample Rubric:

	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Questions
	Does not complete any questions
	Completes one well-thought out question
	Completes two well-thought out questions
	Completes more than two well-thought out questions
	

	Participation with guest
	Student is not present in online meeting or does not summarize any answers
	Student is present during online meeting or summarizes at least one answer
	Student participates in online meeting or mostly summarizes guest’s answers with general examples
	Student participates actively in online meeting or summarizes guest’s answers with specific examples
	


