Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Vehicle Extrication and Technical 



Rescue Support Operations


Skill Sheet 17-7
Objective 14
Open or remove a door with hydraulic tools. [NFPA 1001, 5.4.1]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will open or remove a door with hydraulic tools. This skill requires students to work as members of a team. Before the skill begins, indicate to students what position to take. Students should rotate positions to practice the skill as needed. 
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Vehicle
· Hydraulic spreaders
· Hydraulic cutters, if necessary
	· Strap, rope, chain, or webbing
· Appropriate PPE


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 17-7
Assessment
Objective 14
Open or remove a door with hydraulic tools. [NFPA 1001, 5.4.1]
WARNING: Rescuers must ensure that the vehicle is properly stabilized and the scene is safe. 

CAUTION: Rescuers must take necessary precautions to protect themselves and victims from hazards including, but not limited to: glass fragments and dust, jagged metal, SRS gas cylinders, undeployed airbags, and fire hazards. 

NOTE: Monitor equipment throughout the operation and make adjustments as needed.

	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Create a purchase point at the edge of the door near the latch.
	
	

	2.
	Insert the spreader tips slightly above the door lock in such a position that they will push the door outward.
	
	

	3.
	Maintain control of the door using equipment such as a strap, rope, chain, or webbing in order to prevent the door from striking anyone.
	
	

	4.
	Open the spreader arms until the door opens.
NOTE: It may be necessary to reposition the spreader tips in order to free the latching mechanism. If door materials begin to tear, cutters may be necessary to complete the operation.
	
	

	5.
	Insert spreader tips at the hinges in such a way that they will force the door down and away from victims and rescue personnel.
	
	

	6.
	Open the spreaders until the first hinge fails or can be cut.
	
	

	7.
	If the top hinge was addressed first and the tool is properly positioned, attempt to break the second hinge without repositioning. If that is not possible, reposition the tool and spread to break the bottom hinge.
	
	

	8.
	If the bottom hinge was addressed first, reposition the spreaders above the top hinge and open the spreaders until the top hinge fails or can be cut.
NOTE: On vehicles with pressed metal hinges, it may be quicker to cut the hinges than to spread them.
	
	

	9.
	Remove the door.
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