Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Portable Fire Extinguishers

Skill Sheet 6-1
Objective 4
Extinguish an incipient Class A, B, or C fire with a portable fire extinguisher. [NFPA 4.3.16]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will extinguish an incipient Class A, B, or C fire with a portable fire extinguisher. Students must complete all three methods. A safety officer should check each student’s gear before the student proceeds with the training evolution. Before proceeding with live-fire training evolutions, read and adhere to NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions.
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.
NOTE: This skill sheet describes the PASS application method for three different classes of fire. It does not specifically cover the use of a Class ABC extinguisher.
Resources
	· Class A extinguisher
· Class B extinguisher
	· Class C extinguisher 

· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 6-1 
Assessment
Objective 4
Extinguish an incipient Class A, B, or C fire with a portable fire extinguisher. [NFPA 4.3.16]
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Class A Extinguisher
	
	

	1.
	Identify the class of fire.
	
	

	2.
	Select the appropriate extinguisher based upon size and type of fire.
	
	

	3.
	Visual inspection — Check that the extinguisher is properly charged.
	
	

	4.
	Identify a safe means of egress.
	
	

	5.
	Carry the extinguisher to within reach of the fire.

a. Carry the extinguisher upright.

b. Approach from upwind of the fire.
	
	

	6.
	Pull the pin.
	
	

	7.
	Aim the nozzle toward the base of the fire.
	
	

	8.
	Squeeze handles together to release a short burst to test the extinguisher, then squeeze continuously to release the agent.

a. Maintain control of the nozzle.

b. Point nozzle horn in safe direction.
	
	

	9.
	Sweep slowly back and forth across the entire width of fire and from the bottom toward the top of the fuel.
	
	

	10.
	Cover the entire area with water until the fire is completely extinguished.
	
	

	11.
	Back away from the fire area.
	
	

	12.
	Tag the extinguisher for recharge and inspection.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Class B Extinguisher
	
	

	1.
	Identify the class of fire.
	
	

	2.
	Select the appropriate extinguisher based upon size and type of fire.
	
	

	3.
	Visual inspection — Check that the extinguisher is properly charged.
	
	

	4.
	Identify a safe means of egress.
	
	

	5.
	Carry the extinguisher to within reach of the fire.

a. Carry the extinguisher upright.

b. Approach from upwind of the fire.
	
	

	6.
	Pull the pin and/or puncture the cartridge.
	
	

	7.
	Aim the nozzle toward the base of the fire.
	
	

	8.
	Squeeze handles together to release a short burst to test the extinguisher, then squeeze continuously to release the agent.

a. Maintain control of the nozzle.

b. Point nozzle horn in safe direction.
	
	

	9.
	Sweep slowly back and forth across the entire width of fire, keeping the nozzle parallel to the fuel surface and working from the forward edge of the fuel to the back. Avoid splashing liquid fuels and plunging or gouging the agent into the fuel.
	
	

	10.
	Cover the entire area with dry chemical agent until the fire is completely extinguished.
	
	

	11.
	Back away from the fire area.
	
	

	12.
	Tag the extinguisher for recharge and inspection.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Class C Extinguisher
	
	

	1.
	Identify the class of fire.
	
	

	2.
	Select the appropriate extinguisher based upon size and type of fire.
	
	

	3.
	Visual inspection — Check that the extinguisher is properly charged.
	
	

	4.
	Identify a safe means of egress.
	
	

	5.
	Carry the extinguisher to within reach of the fire.

a. Carry the extinguisher upright.

b. Approach from upwind of the fire.
	
	

	6.
	Pull the pin and/or puncture the cartridge.
	
	

	7.
	Aim the nozzle toward base of fire.
	
	

	8.
	Squeeze handles together to release a short burst to test the extinguisher, then squeeze continuously to release the agent.

a. Maintain control of the nozzle.

b. Point nozzle horn in safe direction.
	
	

	9.
	Sweep slowly back and forth across the entire width of fire.
	
	

	10.
	Continue discharging agent until fire is extinguished. Repeat Steps 8 and 9 if the fire reignites.
	
	

	11.
	Back away from the fire area.
	
	

	12.
	Tag the extinguisher for recharge and inspection.
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