Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Forcible Entry

Skill Sheet 9-7
Objective 15
Force entry through a wood-framed wall (Type V construction). [NFPA 1001, 4.3.4]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will force entry through a wood-framed wall using hand tools or a rotary saw or chainsaw. Students should complete at least one of the listed methods. When forcing entry into a fire building, firefighters must wear SCBA. Therefore, it is recommended that students wear SCBA for this training exercise.
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Wall prop
· Forcible entry tools (sledgehammer, pick-head axe, flat-head axe, Halligan tool, etc.)
· Rotary or chain saw
	· Short pike pole
· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 9-7 
Assessment
Objective 15
Force entry through a wood-framed wall (Type V construction). [NFPA 1001, 4.3.4]

CAUTION: Firefighters must maintain communication and coordinate actions at all times during forcible entry. Confirm that utilities are off prior to forcing entry.

	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Hand Tools
	
	

	1.
	Size up the situation.
a. Confirm that no other existing entry points are available.

b. Evaluate wall construction.

c. Consider the location of utilities.
	
	

	2.
	Remove siding, if necessary, and locate studs.
	
	

	3.
	Cut an inspection hole (small triangle) and utilize it to ensure that the area is safe to continue forcing entry.
	
	

	4.
	Make a cut large enough for entry. Studs may be removed, if necessary.
	
	

	5.
	Remove wall and insulation material with a hand tool and place it out of the traffic area.
	
	

	6.
	Use a hand tool to push inward and remove the interior wall covering. 
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Rotary Saw or Chainsaw
	
	

	1.
	Size up the situation. 
a. Confirm that no other existing entry points are available.

b. Evaluate wall construction.

c. Consider location of utilities.
	
	

	2.
	Place the saw blade against the wall at about shoulder height.
	
	

	3.
	Cut diagonally to one side, ending about one foot (300 mm) off the ground.
	
	

	4.
	Make a diagonal cut of the same length to the other side.
	
	

	5.
	Make a horizontal cut that connects the two diagonal cuts.
	
	

	6.
	Use a sledgehammer, flat-head axe, or battering ram to knock the material out from between the cuts and place it out of the traffic area.
	
	

	7.
	Use a hand tool to push inward and remove the interior wall covering.
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