Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Forcible Entry

Skill Sheet 9-5
Objective 13 Force entry through a padlock. [NFPA 1001, 4.3.4]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will force entry through padlocks using a Halligan tool, bolt cutters, or a rotary saw. Students should complete at least one of the listed methods. When forcing entry into a fire building, firefighters must wear SCBA. Therefore, it is recommended that students wear SCBA for this training exercise. Remind students that they should always “try before they pry”. This skill requires students to work as members of a team. Before the skill begins, indicate to students what position to take. Students should rotate positions to practice the skill as needed.
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Padlock
· Bolt cutters
· Rotary saw
	· Halligan tool
· Flat-head axe
· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 9-5 
Assessment
Objective 13
Force entry through a padlock. [NFPA 1001, 4.3.4]
CAUTION: Firefighters must maintain communication and coordinate actions at all times during forcible entry. Maintain control of the door at all times. 

NOTE: Always remember to “try before you pry.” 

	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Halligan Tool Hook End Method
	
	

	1.
	Firefighter #1: Insert the hook of the Halligan into the shackle of the lock.
	
	

	2.
	Firefighter #1: Pull the lock out and away from the staple.
	
	

	3.
	Firefighter #2: Strike the Halligan sharply with a flat-head axe to drive the hook through the lock shackle and break it.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Halligan Tool Fork End Method
	
	

	1.
	Place the fork end of the Halligan over the padlock shackle.
	
	

	2.
	Twist the lock until the shackle or hasp breaks.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Bolt Cutters Method
	
	

	1.
	Cut the shackle of the padlock, the chain, or the staple with bolt cutters.
NOTE: Do not attempt to cut case-hardened lock shackles with bolt cutters.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Rotary Saw Method
	
	

	1.
	Position the lock against the door or frame, exposing both parts of the shackle.
CAUTION: Do not attempt to hold or have someone else hold the lock.
	
	

	2.
	With the rotary saw, cut both shackles at the same time.
	
	

	3.
	Remove the shackle from the door hasp.
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