Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Forcible Entry

Skill Sheet 9-1
Objective 9
Clean, inspect, and maintain hand tools and equipment [NFPA 1001, 4.5.1]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will clean, inspect, and maintain various hand tools and equipment. Students should select one tool at a time and clean and dry each tool thoroughly before proceeding to inspection and maintenance so that the cleaning can reveal any maintenance needs.
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Tools (cutting, pushing/pulling, prying, striking, etc.)
· Appropriate equipment operation and service manuals
· Maintenance supplies appropriate for the types of tools used

	· Maintenance tools (files, wrenches, screwdrivers, hammers, etc.)
· Salvage cover

· Appropriate PPE including gloves and eye protection


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 9-1 
Assessment
Objective 9
Clean, inspect, and maintain hand tools and equipment [NFPA 1001, 4.5.1]

	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Clean
	
	

	1.
	Wash tools with mild detergent per manufacturer’s guidelines.
	
	

	2.
	Rinse tools thoroughly with clean water.
	
	

	3. 
	Dry tools thoroughly.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Inspect
	
	

	1.
	Inspect tools for damage or wear.
a. Inspect working surface (dullness, cracks, chips, metal fatigue, etc.).
b. Inspect tool handles (e.g. cracks, splinters, or other damage).

c. Inspect tool head.
	
	

	2.
	Inspect parts for tightness and function.
	
	

	3.
	Place any tools that require maintenance on salvage cover or clean surface and tag them out of service per local SOPs. 
	
	

	4.
	Document inspections per local SOPs.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Maintain
	
	

	NOTE: This skill sheet is intended for use with wooden- and fiberglass-handled tools. Some steps may not apply to some tools. 
	
	

	1.
	Maintain handles.
a. Repair loose tool heads.

b. Sand wooden handles to eliminate splinters.

c. Apply boiled linseed oil to the handles to wooden handles as a protectant. 
NOTE: Do not paint or varnish handles.
	
	

	2.
	Maintain cutting edges.
a. File the cutting edges.

b. Sharpen as specified in local SOPs.
c. Replace cutting head, if necessary.
	
	

	3.
	Maintain unprotected metal surfaces. 
a. Remove rust with steel wool or fine sandpaper.
b. File chips, cracks, or sharp edges.

c. Oil the metal surface lightly, using light machine oil.
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