Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Community Risk Reduction

Skill Sheet 22-1
Objective 5
Conduct a fire and life safety survey in an occupied structure. [NFPA 1001, 5.5.1]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will conduct a residential fire and life safety survey. Remind students that fire and life safety surveys are fire prevention activities, not code enforcement activities. This skill requires students to work as members of a team. Before the skill begins, indicate to students what position to take. Students should rotate positions to practice the skill as needed. 
Always follow local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. 

Resources
	· Structure to use for the survey
· Fire prevention and safety literature
	· Pen and paper


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 22-1 
Assessment
Objective 5
Conduct a fire and life safety survey in an occupied structure. [NFPA 1001, 5.5.1] 

	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Contact the resident.
a. Approach the residence on the sidewalk or entryway.

b. Respect all notices, signs, and occupant requests.

c. Avoid dangerous situations 
	
	

	2.
	Explain the purpose and benefits of the survey to the resident. Emphasize that the survey is voluntary.
	
	

	3.
	Survey the residence and take note of hazards. Be sure to survey main living areas as well as attics, basements, utility rooms, garages and other auxiliary areas.
	
	

	4.
	Identify fire hazards and recommend appropriate solutions to the resident.

a. Explain the nature of the hazard.

b. Recommend solution(s) to the hazard.

c. Correct the hazard immediately, if possible.
	
	

	5.
	Check smoke alarms.
a. Test smoke alarms.

b. Replace batteries or mount new smoke alarms, if needed. 
	
	

	6.
	Discuss general fire safety information with the resident.

a. Address home escape planning, smoke alarm maintenance, storage of flammable and toxic liquids, gate/control mechanisms around outdoor pools, fire-safe cooking procedures, portable fire extinguishers, residential sprinkler systems (if present), and other security devices.

b. Provide printed fire safety information.
	
	

	7.
	Conclude the survey.

a. Thank the resident for cooperation.

b. Review any issues that require follow-up by the department.
	
	

	8.
	Record information about the survey according to local SOPs.
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