Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Fire Origin and Cause Determination


Skill Sheet 20-1
Objective 5
Protect and document evidence of fire origin and cause. [NFPA 1001, 5.3.4]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will protect evidence of fire origin and cause. This skill is meant to be taught on the fireground, but the steps may be modified so that it can be taught as a classroom exercise. You must provide students with a scenario that provides information about the nature of the evidence. 
Always follow local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Items that may indicate fire cause
· Incident scenarios
· Pen and paper
· Camera
· Flashlight
	· Overhaul tools

· Plastic sheeting
· Cardboard boxes

· Caution tape or rope

· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 20-1
Evaluation Checklist

Objective 5
Protect and document evidence of fire origin and cause. [NFPA 1001, 5.3.4]
CAUTION: Firefighters must continue to wear full PPE and respiratory protection per local SOPs until air monitoring indicates that the environment is safe. 
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Secure the scene. Deny entry to unauthorized personnel and bystanders.
	
	

	2.
	Examine the structure for evidence. 
a. Vehicles and people present in the area

b. Status of doors and windows (locked or open)

c. Evidence of forced entry by anyone other than firefighters

d. Condition of the contents

e. Indications of unusual fire behavior

f. Any other unusual or out of place materials that may be significant to the fire investigation

g. Number and location of victim(s)

h. Potential area of origin

i. Possible cause of the fire
	
	

	3.
	Preserve the evidence.
a. Avoid touching, disturbing, or contaminating evidence.

b. Leave evidence in place unless it must be moved to preserve it.

c. Use caution tape, rope, plastic sheeting, or other materials to protect the evidence from contamination.

d. If evidence must be moved to preserve it, label or photograph the evidence and store it as required by local SOPs.
	
	

	4.
	Record information about the evidence.
a. Location (original location and new location if moved)

b. Appearance

c. Date and time
	
	

	5.
	Initiate the chain of custody record.
	
	

	6.
	Provide evidence and records to the investigator before leaving the incident site.
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