Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Fire Suppression

Skill Sheet 14-3
Objective 10
Attack a structure fire above and below grade level using an interior attack. [NFPA 1001, 4.3.10]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will attack a structure fire above and below grade level. Additional firefighters should be standing by with a backup hoseline. A safety officer should check each student’s gear before the student proceeds with the training evolution. Before proceeding with live-fire training evolutions, read and adhere to NFPA 1403, Standard on Live Fire Training Evolutions. Before the skill begins, indicate to students what position to take. Students should rotate positions to practice the skill as needed. 
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Class A live-fire building
· Pumping apparatus
· 1½-inch (38 mm) or larger charged backup hoseline

· 1½-inch (38 mm) or larger uncharged attack hoseline
	· Portable radios
· Accountability system

· Salvage and overhaul tools

· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 14-3 
Assessment
Objective 10
Attack a structure fire above and below grade level using an interior attack. [NFPA 1001, 4.3.10] 

CAUTION: Always don appropriate PPE, including SCBA, when on the fireground. Approach from uphill and upwind if possible. Maintain communication and situational awareness. Observe fire conditions throughout the operation.
NOTE: Firefighters must confirm the order to attack the fire prior to performing suppression operations. 
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Above Grade Fire Attack
	
	

	1.
	Deploy and advance an uncharged attack hoseline to a safe location near the point of entry.
	
	

	2.
	Signal the driver/operator when ready for water.
	
	

	3.
	Open the nozzle to bleed air from the line and check for adequate water flow.
	
	

	4.
	Select the correct nozzle pattern and close the nozzle.
	
	

	5.
	Advance the hoseline into the structure and up the stairwell to the fire floor. 
NOTE: If the fire is in a highrise or multi-story commercial structure, the fire attack may be from a standpipe connection.
	
	

	6.
	Apply water using a direct, indirect, or combination attack as directed.
	
	

	7.
	Close the nozzle when the fire is extinguished.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Below Grade Fire Attack
	
	

	NOTE: Conditions at the fire scene will dictate the steps used in a below grade fire attack. The steps below assume that the below grade space has exterior windows and will allow for the safest possible attack strategy to be used.

	1. 
	Make a transitional attack.

a. Deploy an uncharged attack hoseline to an exterior opening.

b. Signal the pump operator when ready for water.

c. Open the nozzle to bleed air from the line and check for adequate water flow.

d. Select the correct nozzle pattern and close the nozzle.

e. Apply water to the fire compartment from the exterior to control the fire.
	
	

	2.
	Reposition the hoseline for entry. 

a. Enter at the level of the fire, if possible. 

b. If unable to enter at the level of the fire, enter from above grade.
	
	

	3.
	Sound the floor to ensure that the floor is still in place.
	
	

	4.
	Advance the hoseline into the structure and down the stairwell.

CAUTION: Always maintain door control to control the flow path.
	
	

	5.
	Apply water using a direct, indirect, or combination attack as directed.
	
	

	6.
	Close the nozzle when the fire is extinguished.
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