Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Tactical Ventilation

Skill Sheet 11-1
Objective 7
Perform mechanical positive pressure ventilation. [NFPA 1001, 4.5.1, 4.3.11]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will perform mechanical positive pressure ventilation. This specific method of positive pressure ventilation is intended to be used after fire extinguishment. Prior to performing ventilation, provide students with specific scenario considerations such as point of entry and wind direction. This skill requires students to work as members of a team. Before the skill begins, indicate to students what position to take. Students should rotate positions to practice the skill as needed. 
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Positive pressure ventilation fan(s)
· Training structure

	· Charged hoseline
· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 11-1
Assessment
Objective 7
Perform mechanical positive pressure ventilation. [NFPA 1001, 4.5.1, 4.3.11] 
CAUTION: Firefighters must note the wind direction and flow path prior to performing ventilation and continuously remain aware of the fire location and conditions during ventilation.
NOTE: Ventilation openings must be large enough to match the fire conditions. If working from a ladder, make sure it is properly secured, either by another firefighter or by mechanical means. Firefighters must confirm the order to ventilate prior to conducting ventilation operations.
	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Clear the intake opening of all obstructions.
	
	

	2.
	Ensure that any exhaust openings are larger than the intake opening.
	
	

	3.
	Place the fan near the intake opening.
NOTE: The fan should be placed at the appropriate distance based on exhaust opening size and the manufacturer’s recommendation. 
	
	

	4.
	Start the fan and temporarily direct it away from the opening.
	
	

	5.
	Direct the fan toward the intake opening.
	
	

	6.
	Inspect the site to ensure the effectiveness of ventilation.
	
	

	7.
	If the ventilation is ineffective, discontinue use of the fan. Reevaluate the location or size of the intake and exhaust openings and check for obstructions to the flow of air.
	
	

	8.
	Inspect fan and document results before returning them to service.
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