Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Forcible Entry

Skill Sheet 9-6
Objective 14
Force entry through a window. [NFPA 1001, 4.3.4, 4.3.11]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will force entry through a window. This skill covers only typical window construction that has glass panes. Students should complete both listed methods. When forcing entry into a fire building, firefighters must wear SCBA. Therefore, it is recommended that students wear SCBA for this training exercise. Remind students that they should always “try before they pry”. 
Always follow manufacturer’s recommendations and local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.

Resources
	· Window prop
· Forcible entry tool
	· Appropriate PPE including SCBA


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 9-6
Assessment
Objective 14
Force entry through a window. [NFPA 1001, 4.3.4, 4.3.11]

CAUTION: Firefighters must maintain communication and coordinate actions at all times during forcible entry. Use safe glass breaking techniques when forcing entry through widows.

NOTE: Always remember to “try before you pry.” 

	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Glass Pane Window
	
	

	1.
	Size up the situation.
a. Try the window first.

b. Evaluate window construction.
	
	

	2.
	Break the window glass.
a. Single-paned windows: Start at the top of the pane.

b. Multiple-paned windows: Start at the lowest pane of glass.

CAUTION: To avoid losing control of the tool, do not use excessive force. Keep hands and the tool above the point of impact.
	
	

	3.
	Use the tool to clean all broken glass out of the frame.
	
	


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	
	Double Hung Window
	
	

	1.
	Size up the situation.
a. Try the window first.

b. Evaluate window construction.
	
	

	2.
	Insert the blade of an axe or other prying tool under the center of the bottom sash in line with the locking mechanism.
	
	

	3.
	Pry upward on the tool handle to force the lock.
	
	

	4.
	Push the lower sash upward to open the window.
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