Essentials of Fire Fighting, Seventh Edition

Ropes and Knots

Skill Sheet 7-9
Objective 16
Hoist an axe. [NFPA 4.1.2, 4.3.20]
	Student Name:
	
	Date:
	


Directions
For this skill sheet, students will hoist an axe. The procedure for attaching and hoisting an axe is the same for either a pick-head axe or a flat-head axe. This skill requires students to work with as members of a team. Before the skill begins, indicate to students what position to take. Students should rotate positions to practice the skill as needed. 

Always follow local standard operating procedures (SOPs) when performing all skills. Students must properly wear appropriate PPE when performing this skill.
CAUTION: Because axes are unwieldy, they should be steadied with a tag line to keep them from bouncing against the side of the building while being raised.
Resources
	· One 50-foot (15 m) length of utility rope
· Axe
	· Appropriate PPE


Criteria & Evaluation Comments
	

	Criteria (determined by the AHJ)


After the student has completed the skill sheet, write comments below.

	Evaluator/Student Comments


	Pass
	
	
	Fail
	


	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluator Signature
	Date
	
	Student Signature
	Date


Skill Sheet 7-9
Assessment
Objective 16
Hoist an axe. [NFPA 4.1.2, 4.3.20] 


	Task Steps
	Yes
	No

	1.
	Lower an appropriate length of rope from the intended destination of the axe.
	
	

	2.
	Tie a clove hitch or approved knot.
NOTE: If the rope has a loop in the end, the loop may be used instead of a clove hitch.
	
	

	3.
	Slide the clove hitch or approved knot down the axe handle to the axe head. The excess running end of the rope becomes the tag/guide line.
	
	

	4.
	Loop the working end of the rope around the head of the axe and back up the handle.
	
	

	5.
	Tie a half-hitch or approved knot on the handle a few inches (mm) above the clove hitch.
	
	

	6.
	Tie a second half-hitch or approved knot on the handle above the first half hitch.
	
	

	7.
	Hoist the axe.
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