Chapter 24: Mitigating Haz Mat/WMD Incidents
Firefighter I
Online Activity
Goal: 
To analyze the response considerations of a haz mat incident scenario.
Instructor Preparation:

Students will be evaluating a haz mat incident scenario and planning appropriate response activities. 
Share the attached scenario (or a scenario of your choosing) with the class. Divide the class into small groups. Assign each group one of the response considerations from the list below.

Establish a discussion board on ResourceOne and notify students that they should post their initiatives/activities by [deadline here]. Inform students that they should review and comment on other individual responses by [deadline here]. After students respond to each other’s initiatives or activities, add your own observations and comments to help encourage discussion.
You may wish to discuss Recovery and Termination considerations to close out the activity. Response considerations include: 
· Isolation and scene control

· Personal protective equipment (PPE)

· Protection of responders and the public (other than PPE)

· Decontamination

· Rescue

· Spill control and leak containment

· Fire control

Student Activity: 
For this activity you will be evaluating a haz mat incident scenario and planning appropriate response activities. Follow the steps below to complete the activity.
Step One: Read the haz mat incident scenario provided by your instructor. 
Step Two: For the response consideration assigned by your instructor, research the appropriate actions to be taken for that consideration for this scenario. Create a report listing the appropriate actions.
Step Three: As a group, post your prescribed actions to the discussion board by [deadline here]. 
Step Four: As an individual, comment on two (2) other reports by [deadline here]. Don’t just say, “Good job.” Ask a question about the actions proposed or add an observation. 

Sample Rubric:
	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Response zones
	Does not explain the needs of personnel, victims, and bystanders in response zones
	Explains needs of personnel, victims, and bystanders in at least one response zone
	Explains needs of personnel, victims, and bystanders in at least two response zones
	Explains needs of personnel, victims, and bystanders in all three response zones
	

	On-scene considerations
	Does not list other on-scene considerations that may interfere with cleanup/ contamination efforts
	Lists one consideration to other on-scene considerations that may interfere with cleanup/ contamination efforts
	Gives general consideration to other on-scene considerations that may interfere with cleanup/ contamination efforts
	Details other on-scene considerations that may interfere with cleanup/ contamination efforts
	

	Propane dispersal
	Does not list how weather and terrain can effect dispersal of propane
	Lists how either weather or terrain can effect dispersal of propane
	Gives general mention to how weather and terrain can effect dispersal of propane
	Details how weather and terrain can effect dispersal of propane
	


Scenario:  
(from www.firefighternearmiss.com, Report Number: 07-0000719)
You are responding to a vehicle collision involving an overturned propane tanker. The location of the incident was reported in the area of the main road along a heavily traveled section of freight rail track. Temperatures are below freezing with a mild to strong wind. While en route, the mutual aid jurisdiction’s dispatch center advised that the sheriff’s department was in the area and reported a strong odor of propane. The first responding firefighter confirmed a strong odor of propane.
Citizens and the driver of the truck (who made it out of the vehicle safely) reported that the truck was on the other side of the train tracks in a creek/culvert that was approximately 10-15’ deep. The driver reported the truck was leaking but was unsure of the location of the leak.
The duty officer used the driveway entrance to several house trailers as an initial command post. Several citizens are noticed standing outside a house trailer, approximately 30’ from the incident; some are smoking cigarettes. 
The nearest hydrant is approximately 2000 feet (610 meters) away and across the railroad tracks. 
During the response, the wind changes direction and begins blowing from the accident scene toward the command post. 
