Chapter 20: Fire Protection Systems
Firefighter II
Online Activity

Goal: 
To allow students to have interaction with a designer or inspector of fire protection systems regarding the way these systems affect fire behavior and firefighting operations.
Instructor Preparation: 
For this activity you will need to locate a fire protection systems designer/engineer (or an inspector who is familiar with the installation and operation of these systems) who will be able to answer students’ questions. The guest can either participate in an online chat at a specified time (as detailed in Option 1), or students can e-mail the questions directly to the guest and then create a discussion board post, sharing that information with classmates (as detailed in Option 2). Select the option that is easiest for your guest.
If possible, give the students a brief profile of the guest’s education, work, or other experience so that students develop appropriate questions for the quest.

You may want to preview questions as students post them to the discussion board to check for duplicate questions. This is also an opportunity to suggest any places that questions can be improved or be made more specific.

If you are using an online meeting system (Skype, WebEx, online chat, etc.), be sure to give both students and the guest plenty of notice to sign up and try out the program before the day of the guest speaker activity.

Student Activity:
Option 1
For this activity we will have an online guest speaker. This guest will be [guest information here] and will join us virtually via [online meeting information here] on [date and time here]. Follow the steps below to prepare for the discussion.

Step One: Develop at least two (2) questions about fire protection systems to ask our guest speaker. Do not simply ask, “How do you design sprinkler systems?” Each question should display careful consideration of the functions of fire protection systems and how they affect your role as a firefighter.

Step Two: Post your two (2) questions to the discussion board by [deadline here], at least three (3) days before the online discussion. 
Step Three: Attend the online meeting on [date, time] by [detail log-in information]. Be sure to create an account and practice logging in before the online meeting. 

Option 2
For this activity you will be asking an in-service guest speaker a few questions and then sharing the response with the rest of your classmates via the discussion board. Our guest speaker is [guest information here] and can be contacted via e-mail at [e-mail here]. Follow the steps below to complete this activity.
Step One: Post at least two (2) questions about fire protection systems to the discussion board by [deadline here]. Do not simply ask, “How do you design sprinkler systems?” Each question should display careful consideration of the functions of fire protection systems and how they affect your role as a firefighter.
Step Two: Once you have instructor approval for your questions, e-mail the guest speaker. You will e-mail at least twice: once to send the questions and once to thank the speaker for the information. Be sure to send the second e-mail promptly.

Step Three: Write a brief summary of the guest’s response to your questions and post it on the new discussion board by [deadline here]. Read and respond to at least two (2) classmate summaries by [deadline here].
Sample Rubric:  
	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Questions
	Does not complete any questions
	Completes one well-thought out question
	Completes two well-thought out questions
	Completes more than two well-thought out questions
	

	Participation with guest
	Student is not present in online meeting or does not summarize any answers
	Student is present during online meeting or summarizes at least one answer
	Student participates in online meeting or mostly summarizes guest’s answers with general examples
	Student participates actively in online meeting or summarizes guest’s answers with specific examples
	


