Chapter 19: Fire Origin and Cause Determination
Firefighter I
Online Activity

Goal: 
To allow students to apply and critique evidence preservation techniques from real scenarios.
Instructor Preparation: 
For this activity students will work independently at first and then as a group. Be sure to be clear about this before the activity begins.
Establish a discussion board on ResourceOne and notify students that they should post their initiatives/activities by [deadline here]. Inform students that they should review and comment on other individual responses by [deadline here]. After students respond to each other’s initiatives or activities, add your own observations and comments to help encourage discussion.

You will need several scenarios for students to base their responses on; several sources to find these are:
· http://www.nfirs.fema.gov/
· http://www.firehouse.com/ 

· http://www.firefighternearmiss.com/
· http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/  
 You can either select the scenarios for students or have students find one on their own.

Student Activity:
For this activity you will read or find a scenario and then work as a group to critique how evidence preservation techniques were applied. Follow the steps below to complete this activity.

Step One: Read your assigned scenario and consider how the crew applied the evidence preservation techniques explained on pp. 1162-1164 of the manual.

Step Two: Work with your assigned group to create a presentation in whatever format you choose to share the group’s findings. This presentation should be no longer than 5-8 minutes long and include assessment of the following information:

· Were evidence preservation techniques properly applied? Why or why not?

· What could the firefighters on-scene have done differently in this situation?

· How can knowledge of fire origin and cause indicators assist in preserving evidence?

Step Three: Post your group presentation to the discussion board by [deadline here].

Step Four: Review the presentations posted by other groups and respond to at least two by [deadline here]. Your response should pose a question to the group, not simply say “Great job!”
Sample Rubric:

	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Report selection
	Report selected somewhat addresses evidence preservation or related issues; web link is not provided in post
	Report selected somewhat addresses evidence preservation or related issues; web link is provided in post
	Report selected specifically addresses evidence preservation or related issues; web link is provided in post
	Report selected specifically addresses evidence preservation or related issues; web link is provided in post
	

	Evidence preservation considerations
	Response is only a few sentences long and explains only one of the topics or copies directly from original report or does not have any supporting details
	Response is at least one paragraph long and explains evidence preservation topics in original writing that includes an attempt at supporting details
	Response is 1-2 paragraphs long and explains evidence preservation topics in original writing that includes a few supporting details
	Response is two paragraphs long and explains evidence preservation topics in original writing that includes specific supporting details
	


Chapter 19: Fire Origin and Cause Determination
Firefighter II
Online Activity

Goal: 

To increase students’ awareness of how their actions on the fireground may affect origin and cause evidence and how they can act in such a way as to reduce damage and destruction of potential evidence. 

Instructor Preparation:

Students will examine actions performed by firefighters responding to an incident and how those actions might damage or destroy potential evidence. Divide students into small groups of 2-5 students (or students may also work alone if you prefer). Assign each group/student a fireground role or activity from the list below. Have the students complete the activity and then post their results on the discussion board. 

After students comment on each other’s reports, add your observations and correct any mistaken assumptions the students have made. 

Fireground Roles/Activities:

· First-Arriving/Size-Up

· Entry/Search and Rescue

· Fire Attack/Extinguishment

· Overhaul

· Salvage

Student Activity:

For this activity you will list activities performed by firefighters responding to an incident and how those actions might damage or destroy potential evidence. You will then describe ways that firefighters might reduce damage and destruction of potential evidence. Follow the steps below to complete this activity

Step One: Within your group, discuss the actions performed by firefighters in the fireground role assigned by the instructor. Make a list of types of evidence that might be observed during those actions that may be helpful in determining the origin and cause of the fire.

Step Two: Discuss what actions might damage or destroy potential evidence. Add to your list ways that firefighters might perform those actions in ways to help preserve potential evidence or observations that should be reported to the investigator.  

Step Three: As a group, post your lists on the discussion board by [deadline here].  

Step Four: As an individual, comment on at least one other list by [deadline here].
Sample Rubric:

	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Appropriate activities
	Response does not list any activities or examples
	Response lists one activity that is appropriate and gives a general example of how it may be accomplished
	Response lists a few activities that are appropriate and gives general examples of how these may be accomplished
	Response lists several activities that are appropriate and gives specific examples of how these may be accomplished
	

	Preservation techniques
	Response does not list any preservation techniques
	Response lists one preservation technique and gives a general example of how it can be used
	Response lists a few different preservation techniques and gives general examples of how these can be used
	Response lists several different preservation techniques and gives specific examples of how these can be used
	


