Chapter 6: Firefighter Personal Protective Equipment
Firefighter I
Online Activity

Goal: 
To acquaint students with situations, policies, reports, and statistics regarding firefighter personal protective equipment and to familiarize students with firefighter-related sources, resources, and websites.
Instructor Preparation: 

Because students are being asked to research information on PPE, this activity works best at the individual level. Students are also being asked to follow up with a discussion board post that discusses their findings and opinions.
Establish a discussion board on ResourceOne and notify students that they should post their initiatives/activities by [deadline here]. Inform students that they should review and comment on other individual responses by [deadline here]. 
Encourage students to connect all supplementary readings back to the information found in the manual and inform students that they should not copy published abstracts or summaries from the websites for use in their posts. 
It may be beneficial to survey the websites prior to student interaction so that you have working knowledge of each site’s database and news feed locations. If students have difficulty finding articles, encourage them to use various key terms in the websites’ search fields.
A sample rubric has been provided to aid in your assessment of the activity. You may use the rubric as is or modify according to activity needs.

Student Activity:

For this activity you will post individually to the R1 discussion board, but collaboration and discussion with peers is encouraged. Follow the steps below to complete this activity.
Step One: Choose one (1) of the following firefighter-related web sites:
· http://www.nfirs.fema.gov/
· http://www.firehouse.com/ 

· http://www.firefighternearmiss.com/
· http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/  
Step Two: Find a piece of writing (report, article, essay, or case study) in one of the web site’s databases or news feeds that specifically discusses PPE and/or issues related to PPE. The article could address anything from fatalities, injuries, or “lessons learned” to PPE failures, successes, or new equipment being tested. TIP: While exploring your web site, it might be beneficial to search through the larger databases using key terms such as “PPE,” “Facepiece,” “SCBA,” etc.
Step Three: On the R1 discussion board, summarize the writing you chose in 1-2 paragraphs and discuss your findings, opinions, or lessons learned about PPE based on that reading. For example, if the report or article discusses safety related to PPE, explore what you learned concerning safety and proper PPE usage. Be sure to post the web site link so that your peers can find the article themselves if they like. Your post should be uploaded by [deadline here].
As you write, strive to connect your reading back to the information found in the manual. In other words, does the manual specifically address a certain issue you discovered in the article? If so, discuss that issue. Also, you should NOT copy published abstracts or summaries from the web sites for use in your post. Be original in your writing. Avoid plagiarism. 
Step Four: Review and comment on at least one (1) other discussion board post by [deadline here].  
Sample Rubric:
	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Report selection
	Report selected somewhat addresses PPE or related issues; web link is not provided in post
	Report selected somewhat addresses PPE or related issues; web link is provided in post
	Report selected specifically addresses PPE or related issues; web link is provided in post
	Report selected specifically addresses PPE or related issues; web link is provided in post
	

	Lessons learned post
	Response is only a few sentences long and explains only one of the topics (findings, lessons learned, or safety issues) or copies directly from original report or does not have any supporting details
	Response is at least one paragraph long and explains findings, lessons learned, or safety issues in original writing that includes an attempt at supporting details
	Response is 1-2 paragraphs long and explains findings, lessons learned, or safety issues in original writing that includes a few supporting details
	Response is two paragraphs long and explains findings, lessons learned, or safety issues in original writing that includes specific supporting details
	


