Chapter 5: Fire Behavior

Firefighter I

Online Activity

Goal: 
To encourage firefighter safety and awareness by understanding how fire behavior can lead to dangerous situations during fire fighting operations.

Instructor Preparation: 
For this activity you will need to create an assessment rubric for students to follow when completing the activity. A sample has been provided following the activity description; this may be used as is or modified as needed.

Establish a discussion board on ResourceOne and notify students that they should post their initiatives/activities by [deadline here]. Inform students that they should review and comment on other individual responses by [deadline here].
Divide students into groups of no more than three (3), preferably two (2), and assign each group its own term to research. It is suggested that students use one of the key terms at the beginning of Chapter 5, Fire Behavior, on p. 205. Make sure that each term is assigned/chosen at least twice.

You may also ask students to choose one tern. If students choose their own term, ensure that no more than two students choose the same ones. Have the students notify you ahead of time of their choice; you should have them sign up for a term or assign the terms on a first-come, first-serve basis.
You may also directly assign specific reports that you have researched ahead of time if you would like your students to concentrate on specific concepts. 
You should familiarize your students with a variety of sites on the Internet that they can research such as:

· http://www.nfirs.fema.gov/
· http://www.firehouse.com/ 

· http://www.firefighternearmiss.com/
· http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/fire/  
Student Activity:

For this activity you will research an incident report about a specific fire behavior concept and compare your incident to a similar incident. Follow the steps below to complete this activity.
Step One: Go to the web site(s) designated by your instructor and search for incident reports using your assigned key term.
Step Two: Choose a report that you believe illustrates an important safety lesson about your fire behavior term. 

Step Three: Copy and paste the description of the event (do NOT include any “Lessons Learned” section) of the report to the designated R1 discussion board. Make sure to label the subject heading using the term that you searched (for instance, “Smoke Explosion”).  Post the report by [deadline here].
Step Four: Once the report deadline in Step Three has passed, write a short response (1-2 paragraphs) to the other student who posted on the same key term. Make sure to answer the following questions:
· What is to be the lessons learned from this report? You may use the manual or your own fire fighting experience to back up your response.

· Did this report differ greatly, somewhat, or not at all from your own report? Are there different lessons to be learned? Are the lessons similar?
· What do you think is the most important safety issue surrounding the term you researched and why?

Step Five: Post your response to the designated R1 discussion board by [deadline here].
Sample Rubric:

	Criteria
	1 – Poor
	2 – Below Average
	3 – Average
	4 – Excellent
	Student Total

	Safety issue
	Safety issue is not clearly identified and not supported 
	Safety issue is clearly identified and supported with at least one reasons
	Safety issue is clearly identified and supported with some general reasons
	Safety issue is clearly identified and supported with several specific reasons
	

	Comparing reports
	No comparison of similarities and differences is attempted
	Comparison of similarities and differences is attempted 
	Comparison of similarities and differences is complete and supported by a few details
	Comparison of similarities and differences is complete and supported by specific details
	

	Lessons learned
	Lesson learned identified is identical to that in original report 
	Lesson learned identified is similar to that in original report and is supported by a few details from the manual or personal experience
	Lesson learned identified is different than in original report and is supported by some details from the manual or personal experience
	Lesson learned identified is different than in original report and is supported by specific details from the manual or personal experience
	


