Fire Inspector I

Inspection Procedures


Learning Activity 17-I-3
Conduct a Field Inspection
Name 
 Date 


References

Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, 7th Edition, pp. 719-767
NFPA® 1031, 4.3.4  

Introduction

One of the most important duties that an inspector will perform is that of the field inspection. These inspections help inspectors enforce the fire and life safety code requirements that will ensure a safe working environment for those in the community. In addition to these duties, inspectors must also perform administrative tasks. These tasks are in conjunction with their duties and include writing letters, memorandums (memos), and electronic mail (e-mail) messages; preparing and completing reports; and maintaining files and records. This activity covers a field inspection and the administrative duties that follow.
Directions

Read each of the scenarios below and answer the questions that follow. After answering each of the questions, identify any deficiencies and record them on the blank inspection form provided. If applicable, use the letterhead provided to prepare a business letter to communicate the need for a permit to the occupant. 

After completing these tasks, be prepared to present your inspection report to the building occupant, who will be played by your evaluator. In addition, present the business letter to the occupant via a simulated telephone conversation with your evaluator.
Activity

Scenario: You are performing an initial site inspection at Summit Chemical Company. During the inspection, you observe 400 gallons (1 600 L) of a Class I flammable liquid stored in a new outdoor above-ground tank with no secondary containment. In addition, the tank was found to be 20 feet (6 m) from the plant facility.

Site contact information: Mr. John Doe, 424 Summit Lane, Anytown, OK  12345  (987) 654-3210

1.
From the information given, do any hazardous conditions exist involving equipment, processes, or operations? If so, describe them on the lines provided.


2.
What code or standard reference was used to make your decisions? Record document, edition, and section number.


3.
Do any of these conditions require a permit? Why or why not?

4.
What code or standard reference was used to make your decision?
Scenario: You are given an emergency plan that addresses the following components: Fire Safety and Evacuation Plans, Emergency Evacuation Drills, Employee Training and Response Procedures, and Hazard Communication. All components have met use and occupancy related requirements. Records indicate that new employees are given initial training, and all employees are trained and drilled every other year.


5.
According to the information given, are adequate emergency planning and preparedness measures in place?

6.
Have these plans been practiced as required? Why or why not?

7.
What code or standard reference was used to make your decision?
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